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When running for mayor in his
village on the Turkish border,
a Bulgarian postman learns
that while good intentions are
not enough, even the smallest
deeds matter.




SYNOPSIS

A small and stubborn Bulgarian village facing the
Turkish border has been resisting foreign invaders
since the times of the Roman and Ottoman Em-
pires. Now its electorate of 38 elderly Bulgarians is
deciding on future of Europe.

The Great Gate, as the village has been called for
centuries because of its location on the doorsteps
of the former Ottoman Empire, has found itself in
the middle of European crisis, as at night asylum
seekers sneak across the border causing fear and
unrest. Once again the sleepy and forgotten village
has become the most important secret loophole of
Europe.

Postman Ivan has a new political vision. He decides
to run for mayor to bring the dying village to life
by welcoming refugees. His opponents want either
to close their eyes or close down the border and
reintroduce communism. Busy on the campaign
trail while delivering the mail, lvan soon learns that
while good intentions are not enough, even the
smallest deeds matter.
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Tonislav Hristov (b. 1978) is a filmmaker born in
Bulgaria, based in Finland and Bulgaria. He direct-
ed his first documentary Family Fortune (2008)
for YLE and the Bulgarian National Television . His
feature debut Rules of Single Life (2011) found its
way into both Finnish and Bulgarian distribution,

winning Best Documentary at the Sofia IFF and
screening at a variety of other festivals (e.g. Jihla-
va IDFF, Sarajevo IFF). Hristov's next three projects
earned him great success and a rich festival career:
Soul Food Stories (2013) was nominated for best
documentary in the medium-length competition
at Amsterdam'’s IDFA, while Love and Engineer-
ing (2014) screened at New York's Tribeca and To-
ronto’s Hot Docs, opened Visions du Réel in Nyon,
Switzerland, and won the audience award at Doc
Point, Helsinki.

His previous documentary: Once Upon a Dream -
AJourney to the Last Spaghetti Western (2015) pre-
miered at Karlovy Vary International Film Festival.
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Making Movies Oy (Ltd.) is a Finnish film produc-
tion company based in Helsinki. Established in 1996
the company produces and co-produces fiction and
documentary films for international market. The
managers, founding members and shareholders of
Making Movies are Kai Nordberg and Kaarle Aho.

Since 1996 Making Movies has produced ten feature
filmsand more than 40 documentary and short filmsand
tv-dramas. The films produced by Making Movies have
been distributed in more than 40 countries worldwide.

In spring 2015 Making Movies released Klaus Hard's
(the winner of the Crystal Bear award in Berlinale
2003 and the Ingmar Bergman prize in Sweden 2004)
new feature film The Fencer (Finnish Oscar nominee
for 2016, shortlisted for Oscars, Golden Globe nom-
ination 2016) as well as Markku Lehmuskallio's and
Anastasia Lapsui's (seven films in different Berlinale
sections over the last 30 years) new feature film Tsa-
mo. In autumn 2015 Making Movies shot Selma Vil-
hunen’s (Oscar nominee 2014 for the best short film)
debut feature film Little Wing, that premiered in To-
ronto 2016. Now, in autumn 2016, we are finishing
Jussi Hiltunen's debut feature film Law of the Land.



The documentaries produced or co-produced by Mak-
ing Movies include many award winning films like Hap-
piness, (Sundance Documentary competition 2014)
and A Decent Factory (IDFA 2004) by Thomas Balmés,
In the Dark (2004) by Sergey Dvortsevoy, Love & Engi-
neering (Tribeca, Hotdocs, Visions du Réel, Karlovy Var,
Sarajevo 2014) and Rules of Single Life (Sarajevo Inter-
national Film Festivals, Sofia International Film Festi-
vals 2012) by Tonislav Hristov and The Look of Silence
(Venice, Tiburon, Toronto 2014, Berlinale 2015, a nom-
inee for documentary feature Oscars 2016) by Joshua
Oppenheimer.
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