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SYNOPSIS

On books,
daily life and death

Dum Spiro Spero is a Latin say-
ing meaning As long as | breathe,
I hope. Still today it is the motto
of all those who persevere to the
very end, literally and metaphor-
ically.

Combining everyday life, books
and death, the author Pero Kvesi¢
speaks about losing life strength
and the power to cope with it.

By trading a keyboard for a cam-
era, the author writes a documen-
tary visual essay. His personal
point of view introduces us to the
world he is saying goodbye to, en-
joying every moment.

DIRECTOR’S STATEMENT

“Despite the fact that film has been my
childhood love, all of my filmmaking ex-
periences ended in disappointment.

Finally, the development of technology
has made it possible for me to film what-
ever | wanted to show, and the producer
gave me a chance to have full control
over the elements of the final product.

Every story or statement appears in the
most suitable media.

| made illustrations, paintings, comics,
photographs, published short poetry
and long novels. Now the materials best
presented by means of film are available
to me.”



PERO KVESIC

photography: Tomislav Cuveljak

Pero Kesi¢ was born 1950 in Zagreb and
graduated in sociology and philosophy from
the Faculty of Humanities and Social Scienc-
es. In 1977 he launched Polet, a magazine
for young readers, and acted as its first edi-
tor-in-chief. He was editor-in-chief at Pitanja
and in 1984 he launched the Quorum mag-
azine and publications, publishing a large
number of prose works, several poetry col-
lections and several novels for children and
picture books. In 1987, mentored by DuSan
Vukoti¢, he prepared a series, writer’s con-
cept and character concept of the animated
serial Mali leteci medvjedici. He is also the
author of several TV dramas and documen-
tary shows and films. He worked on the
screenplay of the film Samo jednom se ljubi
(You Only Love Once) by Rajko Grlic. Since
2006 he has been writing the blog called
Covjek-vadicep srece Zenu-ribu.

NENAD PUHOVSKI

Nenad Puhovski was born in Zagreb,
where he graduated in sociology, phi-
losophy and film directing. He directed
over 250 stage, screen and TV produc-
tions. His documentary films focus on
social issues and art, and in 1997 he
founded Factum, which soon became
the largest and the most influential in-
dependent documentary production
company in Croatia. He produced over
70 documentaries screened and hon-
oured across the world. In 2004 he
launched ZagrebDox, the largest docu-
mentary film festival in the region, and
has been its director ever since. Apart
from Zagreb, where he set up a new
documentary graduate course, Nenad
has taught documentary film at schools
and universities in Europe, Asia, North
and South America, Middle East and Af-
rica. In 2009, he won the EDN Award
for outstanding contribution to the de-
velopment of European culture of doc-
umentary film.
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REVIEWS

“Dum Spiro Spero is a full-blood-
ed unconventional, old-Zagreb,
melancholy film, which should be
watched like a literary piece and
loved with a childlike passion for
KuSan's and MilCec’s reality of a
neighbouring hillside. Kvesi¢ is
heart-warming and charming, ed-
ucated, well-read and deep, and
at the same time so vulnerable
and approachable, a master of the
written and spoken word, a man
who doesn’t need to prove himself
to anyone.”

Dokumentarni.net
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“Dum Spiro Spero IS not an anx-
ious or depressing film, Kvesms

narrative is spiced with his idiosygf -

cratic subtle humour. Only by the

heavy breathing you can detegt

that it was made by someone wj

great respiratory issuessHoweVer,
he jokes about this/as well, when
he lies'on theseouch with a Darth

+Vadermask.”
sNenad Polimac, Jutarnji list

“The part when Kvesi¢, walking
around his book-clad home, with
literature meticulously arranged
by genre: poetry, prose, philoso-
phy, Alan Ford comics etc., and
thinking about the most painless
and practical way to commit su-
icide, is a dark-humoured and
self-ironic crescendo of the film by
the author who does, in fact, bad-
ly want to live and needs for time
to stop for a few years so that he
could fulfil all his goals.”

Josip Grozdanic¢, Vijenac

“Although the subject is painful,
the film captivates with the ex-
act opposite approach - Kvesi¢
peacefully, with a lot of humour,
comments on his situation. Such
humour or charm leaves one sick
in the stomach, but this time it is
indeed free of any sentimental-
ism or feigned casualness, which
makes it all the more impressive.”
Arsen Oremovic, Vecerniji list







CREW

Dum spiro spero
Production: Factum
Produced in: Croatia
Year of production: 2016
Language: Croatian
Running time: 52’
Format: DCP

Writer and director: Pero Kvesic¢
Producer: Nenad Puhovski
Cinematographer: Pero Kvesi¢
Editor: Ana Seri¢

Music: Srdan Sacher

Executive producer: Tamara
Babun

Sound editor: Danijel Peji¢
Sound mix: Ivan Zeli¢

Sound recording: Goran Kureti¢,
Livada produkcija

DI colouring: Dragan Sisa
Music recording: Hrvoje Niksi¢
Graphic design: Bruno Razum
Technical department manage-
ment: Mario Bandic¢

CONTACT

FACTUM

Nova Ves 18

10 000 Zagreb, Croatia
E. info@factum.com.hr
T.+ 385 (0)1 4854 821
W. www.factum.com.hr

FESTIVALS AND AWARDS

Grand Prix-Croatian Film
Days 2016 / ZagrebDox 2016,
Factumentaries section (non-
competition),
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Factum is the leading Croatian inde-
pendent documentary production. In
the seventeen years of its existence it
produced more than 70 documenta-
ries, shown at more than eighty festi-
vals. They won numerous international
awards and two Vladimir Nazor Awards
for Film Art. They also won two Grand
Prix Awards, four Best Production
Awards and many awards for individual
artistic achievements.

Thematically, Factum’s films can be
divided in several groups: films about
Croatia’s recent history; films that have
aroused controversies, sharp criticism
and public confrontations; films tack-
ling with the stories no one else wanted
to tackle with at that time; films that ad-
dressed new topics, in Croatia and the
entire region. These are, among others,
Operation Storm , Lora - Testimonies,
Pavilion 22, | Have Nothing Nice To Say
To You, Three and many more.

On the other hand, Factum was a pio-
neer of autobiographical documenta-
ries and made it possible for Croatian
documentary films to join the global
trend of intimate and personal reexam-
ination of the world we live in by talking
about authors themselves. These films
include Graham And I, The Boy Who
Rushed, All About Eve, Category: Opti-
mist, War Reporter, Behind The Looking
Glass and others.

Finally, Factum also developed a third
production ‘line’-documentaries about
people living on margins of society. Al-
though such topics have always exist-
ed in Croatian documentarist tradition,
Factum’s authors spoke about them
in the moment of social homogeniza-
tion, when all kinds of minorities were
pushed to the utmost margin. In addi-
tion to the aforementioned films, this
group includes PeScenopolis, Barge
Keeper, Straight A’s, Vajt, In Fond Mem-
ory Of TDZ, Together, Cedo and many
others.



