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SHORT SYNOPSIS 
 
They are 19 years old, lead normal teenage lives, and attend the same school in a small Czech border 
town. The film portrays Teo, Renata, Anicka, and Nikola at a time when looming adulthood is 
beginning to cast an anxious shadow over their carefree high school existence. Each of them faces a 
momentous challenge whose outcome will change their life forever. And it's not only about leaving 
exams. Who will succeed, who will fail, and who will truly come of age? The camera is virtually one 
with the characters for the most part, immersing the viewer in the world of each protagonist. 
Dynamic editing underscores the young generation's restlessness and lack of focus. Nothing Like 
Before offers a cinematically captivating look into the lives of teenagers forced to grow up sooner 
than they would like. 
 



 
DIRECTORS 

KLARA TASOVSKA (*14.3.1980) 
Filmography 
 
Midnight (mid-length, 2010) 
Fortress (full length, 2012) 
Gottland (short film as part of a collaborative feature film, 2014) 
Nothing like before (full length, 2017)  
 
Klara graduated from New Media department at Academy of Fine 
Arts in Prague and from Documentary Film department at FAMU in 
Prague. Her mid-length documentary essay Midnight (2010) was 
screened at several international film festivals (Ji.hlava IDFF - 
Special Jury Mention, Visions du Reél Nyon, EMAF Osnabrück - 
Newcomer Award etc.). In her feature-length debut Fortress (2012) 
directed together with Lukáš Kokeš, she portrayed everyday reality 
in “non-existent” country Transnistria. The Fortress was awarded 

Best Czech documentary at Ji.hlava IDFF 2012, it competed at CPH: DOX 2012 among other European 
festivals and was nominated for LUX PRIZE in 2013. Klára worked for Czech/Slovak office of HBO 
Europe as the consultant for documentary films development. 
Together with Lukas Kokes she recently directed and edited feature-length film Nothing Like Before 
(2017) about young people living in a Czech border town with a life turning point in front of them. 
She works as a director, script editor, and editor. 
 
 

LUKAS KOKES (*28.8.1983) 
Filmography 
 

Redemption Attempt of a TV Repairman Josef Lávička in Nine Scenes 
(short, 2008) 
59-184-84 (short, 2009) 
Fortress (full length, 2012) 
Gottland (short film as part of a collaborative feature film, 2014) 
Vietnamese Important People (short, 2014) 
Nothing like before (full length, 2017) 
  

 

Lukas studied at Film Studies department at Faculty of Arts, Charles 
University in Prague and at the Documentary department at FAMU 
in Prague. His short film Redemption Attempt of a TV Repairman 
Josef Lávička in Nine Scenes (2008) received Special Jury Mention at 

Jihlava IDFF 2008, another short 59-184-84 (2009) was screened at numerous international 
documentary and short film festivals across Europe. He often works as cinematographer and editor 
on his own projects as well as in collaboration with other directors. This was also the case of his first 
feature film Fortress (2012), which he made together with Klára Tasovská as co-director, 
cinematographer, and co-editor. 
He regularly cooperates with Czech Television and HBO Europe. In collaboration with Klára Tasovská, 
he recently finished their next full-length film Nothing Like Before (2017), where again he worked as 
director and cinematographer. 
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